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“In the future we are building, learning  will be…” 





Appalachia 



RE
SE

AR
CH Exploring how we learn in 

todays digital age 

Bridging theory, 
research, 
and practice 

Empowering educators and 
learners alike to navigate 
the complexities of a 
postdigital world 



The world that we live in 

Creating educational experiences that recognize and 
integrate the intricate interplay between digital 
technologies and human practices in a world where the 
digital is no longer perceived as separate or novel. 

Acknowledges a society where digital technologies are 
seamlessly embedded into everyday life, so much so, that even 
without technological devices every journey becomes a 
postdigital learning journey (Bissell et al. 2025). 



(Gomes Junior, 2020; Lee, 2025) 



The number of people who take an online 
course will rise to as many as 57 million 
people by 2027 

63% of students choose to study online 
because of the flexibility 

30% get an online degree to start a new, 
better paying career 

(https://www.devlinpeck.com/content/online-learning-statistics) 

https://www.devlinpeck.com/content/online-learning-statistics


Technology 
Pedagogy 

Content 

Learners 

Instructors 





(Thrasher et al., 2025) 





(Taheri et al., 2025) 





https://thegaiitframework.org 





Governments, industries and academic institutions must work together! 



Mobile Learning for Emergency 
Situations Four Design Cases from Latin 
America 



Negative impact on self-esteem 

Social media burnout 

Stress 

Lack of emotional regulation 

Development of social anxiety 
due to decreased real-life social 
interactions 

(Zubair et al., 2023) 





Surveillance 



Other concerns... 

Big Tech 



It is the year 2126 

These systems were redesigned, what do they look like? 



Speculative 
Methods 

Educational Practice 

Educational Policy 

Educational Values 

Why we educate? 

How we educate? 

(Facer, 2021) 



(Hancock & Bezold, 1994) 



Postdigital 
Education 

Hopeful Educational 
Futures AI in Education 

Good & Bad 

Digital Feminist 
Pedagogy 

Ethics of Care in 
Instructional Design 

Academic 
Publishing 
Practices 

Research 
Methods 

Research 
Methods 

Speculative Methods 
(Houlden & Veletsianos, 2023; Jandrić & Hayes, 2020; Bozkurt et al., 2023; Costello et al., 2022; Romero-Hall et al., 2021; Williamson et al., 2024; Romero-Hall et al., 2025; Ross, 2022) 



Positive Speculative Futures 
"AI Amistades" 

Negative Speculative Futures 
"The Watchtower" 



Rahm (2024), however, cautions 
that while proactively imagining 
desirable futures is important, it is 
equally critical to react to and 
dismantle obstructive realities 
and their speculative narratives. 



“In the future we are building, learning  will be…” 



“What needs to be true for the future of learning you described 
earlier to actually happen?” 



Afrofuturistic Speculations 



Accountability 

Cultural Embodiment 

Moral Urgency 

Broader Societal Issues 

(English, 2024; Jackson & Freeman, 2011; Lavender, 2019; Womack, 2013; Brooks & Anderson, 2025) 



• Subjectivation 
• Datafication 
• Becoming Otherwise 
• Decolonizing Knowledge 

• Utopias 
• Dystopias 
• Mixed Forms 

Imagining Futures 
Reflection 

Pedagogical Approach: Anti-Racist, Anti-Classist, Generous Workshopping 



Can we take this a 
step further? 



Afrofuturism 

Black 
Feminism 



Afrofuturism 

Black 
Feminism 

Gender 
Sexuality 

(Dis)ability Class 

(Morris, 2016; Schalk, 2018) 



Dr. Makhosazana Lunga Maria V. Luna-Thomas Fasika Melese 

Dr. Aviann Morris Dr. Patricia A. Young 



CommunityConnection to Earth 

Value of folklore and 
ancestral wisdom 

Equity across our 
social identities Disconnecting from 

technology & going to basics 



Digital Innovation 

Diverse Pedagogical 
Practices 

Intentional 

Context-Specific 

Liberation Project 
lived experiences 

Acknowledging that technology
 is not neutral 

Empower learners 
and instructors 

Foster inclusive and 
sustainable ecosystems 

Cultural PrideCommunity Identity 
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